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REFERENCE PATTERNS

Journal article
Author, A. B.; Author, C. D. Title of article. J. Abbrev. 

Title *YYYY, 12* (3), 100–110. DOI: 10.1021/xxxxxxx.

Article with continuous pagination
Author, A. B. Title of article. J. Abbrev. Title *YYYY, 

12*, 100–110. DOI: 10.1021/xxxxxxx.

Book
Author, A. B. Title of Book, 3rd ed.; Publisher: City, 

YYYY.

Edited book
Title of Book; Editor, A. B., Ed.; Publisher: City, YYYY.

Chapter
Author, A. B. Title of Chapter. In Title of Book; Editor, 

C. D., Ed.; Publisher: City, YYYY; pp 100–125.

Website
Author, A. B. Title of Page. Site Name. 

https://example.com/page (accessed YYYY-MM-DD).

Patent
Inventor, A. B.; Inventor, C. D. Title of Patent. U.S. 

Patent 9,876,543, Month DD, YYYY.

Thesis
Author, A. B. Title of Dissertation. Ph.D. Dissertation, 

University Name, City, YYYY.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS

Superscript (most journals) … as reported.1

Italic number on the line … as reported (1).

Author and year … as Kroto and co-workers

reported (1985).

Two sources … reported.1,3

A run of sources … reported.1-4

WHAT IS BOLD, WHAT IS ITALIC

Bold The publication year, and nothing else.

Italic The journal abbreviation, the volume, and book titles.

Roman Article titles, chapter titles, page numbers, publisher
and place.

Order Journal abbreviation, then year, then volume, then
pages.

AUTHOR NAMES

Order Surname first, then initials: Kroto, H. W.

Separator A semicolon between authors, because the names
contain commas.

All authors ACS names every author. There is no et al. cut-off in
the reference list.

Editors Editor, A. B., Ed. (one) or Eds. (several), inside the
book reference.

CASSI ABBREVIATIONS

Journal of the American Chemical
Society

J. Am. Chem. Soc.

Angewandte Chemie, International
Edition

Angew. Chem., Int. Ed.

Chemical Reviews Chem. Rev.

Journal of Organic Chemistry J. Org. Chem.

Inorganic Chemistry Inorg. Chem.

Journal of Physical Chemistry A J. Phys. Chem. A

Analytical Chemistry Anal. Chem.

Nature and Science Nature, Science

SIX MISTAKES THAT COST MARKS

Leaving the publication year unbolded.

Truncating the author list with et al.

Separating authors with commas instead of semicolons.

Spelling journal names out in full.

Writing pp. with a full stop in a chapter reference.

Giving a web source no access date.
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