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REFERENCE PATTERNS

Journal article
[1] A. B. Author, C. D. Author, and E. F. Author, "Title 

of paper," Abbrev. Journal Title, vol. 1, no. 2, pp. 10–

25, Mon. YYYY, doi: 10.xxxx/xxxxx.

Conference paper
[2] A. B. Author, "Title of paper," in Proc. Abbrev. Conf. 

Name, City, State, Country, YYYY, pp. 10–25.

Book
[3] A. B. Author, Title of Book, 4th ed. City, State, 

Country: Publisher, YYYY.

Chapter in an edited book
[4] A. B. Author, "Title of chapter," in Title of Book, C. 

D. Editor, Ed. City, State, Country: Publisher, YYYY, pp. 

10–25.

Website
[5] A. B. Author. "Title of page." Site Name. (Mon. DD, 

YYYY). Accessed: Mon. DD, YYYY. [Online]. Available: 

https://example.com/page

Standard
[6] Title of Standard, IEEE Standard NNN-YYYY, Mon. YYYY.

Technical report
[7] A. B. Author, "Title of report," Issuing Body, City, 

State, Country, Rep. NNNN, Mon. YYYY.

Thesis or dissertation
[8] A. B. Author, "Title of thesis," Ph.D. dissertation, 

Dept. Elect. Eng., Univ. Name, City, State, Country, YYYY.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS

One source … as shown in [1].

Two separate sources … in [1], [4].

A consecutive run … in [3]–[5].

Author named in the sentence Shannon [2] showed that …

Specific page or figure … in [6, p. 42] or [6,

Fig. 3].

As the subject of the sentence Reference [7] reports …

AUTHOR NAMES

Order Initials first, surname last: J. A. Doudna, never
Doudna, J. A.

Two authors A. B. Author and C. D. Author

Three to six All named, comma-separated, "and" before the last: A.
Author, B. Author, and C. Author

Over six First author only, then et al. with no comma: G. Hinton
et al. The full list is a formatting error.

Organisation Printed as written and never inverted: IEEE, World
Health Organization.

Editors Given as C. D. Editor, Ed. (one) or Eds. (several).

ORDERING AND NUMBERING

Number sources in the order they first appear in your text, never
alphabetically.

Once assigned, a number belongs to that source for the whole
document.

The bracketed number sits on the line, not raised.

Reference list entries repeat the bracketed number at the left margin.

COMMON JOURNAL ABBREVIATIONS

IEEE Transactions on … IEEE Trans. …

Proceedings of the … Proc. …

Journal J.

International Int.

Conference Conf.

Computer / Computing Comput.

Communications Commun.

Engineering Eng.

Systems Syst.

Technology Technol.

Symposium Symp.

Letters Lett.

SIX MISTAKES THAT COST MARKS

Sorting the reference list alphabetically.

Writing 1. instead of [1].

Listing every author when there are more than six.

Putting surnames before initials (that is APA).

Spelling journal names out in full.

Citing a web page without an access date and full URL, including
https://.
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